
The United States adopted the Joint Army/Navy Phonetic Alphabet, called the "Able Baker" alphabet (after the first two code words) in 1941. 

 

ABLE 
Diver down 
Keep clear 

  

NAN 
No/negative 
 

 

 

BAKER 
Dangerous cargo 
 

 
 

OBOE 
Man overboard 
 

 

 

CHARLIE 
Yes/affirmative 
 

 
 

PETER 
About to sail 
 

 

 

DOG 
Keep clear 
 

 
 

QUEEN 
Request pratique 
(license to enter a port) 
 

 

 

EASY 
Altering course to 
starboard 
 

  

ROGER 
 
 

 

 

FOX 
Disabled 
 

 
 

SUGAR 
Engines going astern 
 

 

 

GEORGE 
Require a pilot 
 

 
 

TARE 
Keep clear 
 

 

 

HOW 
Pilot on board 
 

 
 

UNCLE 
You are running into 
danger 
 

 

 

ITEM 
Altering course to 
port 
 

  

VICTOR 
Require assistance 
 

 

 

JIG 
On fire 
Keep clear 
 

  

WILLIAM 
Require medical 
assistance 
 

 

 

KING 
Wish to 
communicate 
 

  

X-RAY 
Stop your intention 
 

 

 

LOVE 
Stop immediately 
 

 
 

YOKE 
Am dragging anchor 
 

 

 

MIKE 
I am stopped 
 

 
 

ZEBRA 
Require a tug 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1st Repeat 

 

2nd Repeat 

 

3rd Repeat 
 

 

Code Flag 
Answering Pennant  

  

 

 


